
Japan Cultural Exchange with Makuhari Junior High School 
 

Peachgrove Intermediate School has a history of over 30 years hosting Japanese visitors and taking               

groups of students to visit Japan. 

 

We believe that our exchange programme with Japan offers students and staff who are involved many                

learning opportunities including: 

 

1. Language learning 

2. Learning about a different culture 

3. Meeting new people and making new friends 

4. Strengthening relationship bonds between teachers and students 

5. Increasing students motivation to learn 

6. Expanding students' worldview 

 

Mrs Louisa Barham and Mrs Catherine Wai are the staff in charge of the annual exchange programme                 

that Peachgrove Intermediate is currently involved in with 

Shibuya Makuhari Junior High School in Chiba, Tokyo, Japan. 

 

Each year Peachgrove hosts a group of approximately 20 students from Makuhari Junior High School for                

two weeks in March. The students are billeted with Peachgrove families and their time in Hamilton is                 

spent living and learning alongside Peachgrove students while also visiting tourist attractions in the              

Waikato including Kiwi House in Otorohanga and maori cultural and farming agricultural experiences in              

Rotorua. 

 

Peachgrove Intermediate then travels with eight other Waikato Intermediate schools to visit Makuhari             

Junior High School for two weeks in September. 

Each of the nine schools takes 6-10 Year 8 students to travel with the collective group (this number may                   

increase if other schools do not take their allocated number). One of our senior leaders travels with the                  

Peachgrove group of students. 

Students pay approximately $3500.00 each if they are selected to travel and the travelling group pay this                 

over 10 months while also working individually and collectively to fund raise. 

  
Kind Regards 
Louisa Barham  
PRINCIPAL/TUMUAKI 
Peachgrove Intermediate School  
PO Box 1344 
Hamilton 
New Zealand 
p:   +64 7 855 7596 ext. 804 
f:    +64 7 855 5399 



m:  +64 27 4820 322 
e:   lbarham@peachgrove.school.nz  
w:  http://www.peachgrove.school.nz 
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